
Hurricane Irene gave a final warning last August when  

rain battered the fragile windows of Rehoboth 

Church.   Some minor water damage was sustained 

and a few panes were blown out or cracked during 

Rehoboth ’s  New Shutters  
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Annua l  Meet ing  Apr i l  29 , 2012  at  3pm  
The annual 

meeting of 

Rehoboth 

Church 

Preservation Society  follows the 

SECOND fifth Sunday service of 

the calendar year.  Fifth Sunday 

services are always held at 3 p.m. 
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First  of 8 sets of tall shutters installed March 30, 2012 
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the storm.   

After the Board obtained several bids, they 

contracted with Mulberry Hill Millwork Company 

of Edenton.  Craftsmen used a circa 1910 

Rehoboth shutter as a model.  Board members  

worked with the contractor and restoration 

specialists to select appropriate materials that have 

a higher likelihood of longevity. The shutters are 

crafted of mahogany and have specially made strap 

hinges and a high quality paint.  

The shutters will remain closed except when the 

building is used.  This will protect the windows 

from additional wind or rain damage.  Also, the 

shutters will limit the amount of ultraviolet light 

that can damage the interior woodwork. 

Within a few days of installation, the shutters had 

to be opened for a special activity. This trial run 

proved that the shutters can be opened, secured, 

and then closed again very easily from the ground. 

Shutters were only constructed for the eight tall 

windows on the structure.  The smaller windows 

on the South façade have ornamental shutters.  

The period reproduction replacement windows 

are not in the danger that the original 159 year old 

windows faced without protection. 

At each annual meeting, members 

and visitors hear reports from 

Society president,  Mildred Swain, 

and also from chairpersons of 

each of its five committees. 

Membership and Publicity  is 

chaired by Stephanie Swain.  

Carolyn Criscitiello is chair of 

Ways and Means.  Mildred Swain 

is chair of Historical and Church 

Events.  Jesse Carawan is Chair of 

the Building Committee.  

Grounds and Housekeeping is co-

chaired by Melvin Stalls, and Mike 

and Carol Deaver.  This is a good 

time to hear about what has been 

happening  to preserve Rehoboth 

and maintain a schedule. 



Rehoboth Church Preservation Society 

We’re on the Web: www.rehobothchurchpreservation.webs.com 

Find us on Facebook:  Rehoboth Church Preservation 

 

December 4, 2011—Annual Love Feast 

and “Christmas in the Spirit” Tour 

February 23, 2012—Chili Bee 

March 25, 2012—display at Museum of the 

Albemarle’s “Washington County Day” 

Tel,  252 793-5383 or 793-4958 

Email:  hollyneck@embarqmail.com 

Recent Activites 

Rehoboth Church - Relic of 300 Years of Worship on the South Shore 

Using a systematic approach, the Board has 

considered professional assessments to 

prioritize larger, critical preservation 

projects.  The  projects completed thus far 

include the foundation, sills, two small period 

reproduction windows, roof repairs and 

period replacement shutters.  Funding 

sources have  included some generous 

donations (10%) , two significant grants, 

(60%) and fund-raisers.  Unfortunately, grant 

funds are more difficult to obtain with strong 

competition from other organizations. 

Funds obtained through memberships and 

church offerings are used to support annual 

expenses which include insurance, utilities, 

mowing and occasional printing and mailing 

costs.  Annual expenses are roughly $1,600- 

$1,800.  In addition, these sources are also 

Preser vat ion  Cont inues  C a n  y o u  h e l p ?  

2011 foundation work 

used for major recurring projects such as 

painting the exterior, or for emergencies.   

The last painting was completed in 2008 at a 

cost just under $5,000.00.  The most recent 

emergency was the $2,000.00 cost of 

dangerous tree removal following Hurricane 

Irene.   The work far exceeded our capacity. 

Additional very urgent projects include re-

mortaring the chimney, painting the roof, and 

having an audit of the finances....(always an 

issue with grant seeking) with a rough 

estimate of $3,500—$4,500. 

We ask that you consider expanding your 

membership level or making a donation to 

the building fund.  We have accomplished 

much, but have reached our limit and cannot 

proceed with the listed urgent projects. 

Help us go “green.”  Beginning with the fall 

newsletter, we’d like to email it to members who have 

working email addresses.  We will mail newsletters to 

those folks who have no email accounts.  Please update 

your email address by contacting Chris at  

                 hollyneck@embarqmail.com.   

Subject:  “email address for Rehoboth newsletter”  

Thanks! 


